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May 2008
NEWSLETTER
First of all, I want to say a really big ‘thank-you’ to everyone who has contributed to this charity since it was registered just last September.  I am now in the process of claiming Gift Aid for the first six-month period of operating and hope to be able to claim a considerable sum from Her Majesty’s Revenue and Custom.  This could not have been made possible without your donations since September, and I do thank you for that.
As you know, nothing which is given to this charity is lost – every penny will go to an individual.  I hope that, knowing this, you will feel able to continue your support for this charity which is, in many ways, unique.  I cannot stress enough how easy and possible it is to transform a life with just a little cash.  Directly as a result of your donations I am delighted that many children are now in school who would not otherwise be – it will give them a head start in life which one just cannot put a value on.  Equally, our group of women with disabled children, or who are disabled themselves, now know that they have somewhere to turn, and I hope that that gives you as much pleasure as it gives me.  

It is also our great honour to be involved in the life of the AIDS hospice in Ouagadougou.  Indeed, in March I was delighted to be approached by them for help in acquiring a vital blood analysis machine, their elderly and second-hand machine having broken down for the last time.  I appealed to all the local doctors’ surgeries and hospitals for help in funding this machine, but was in the event given the money needed by an individual donor with no particular involvement in the field of medicine.  He has my undying gratitude for making it possible for Les Amis to buy this crucial piece of equipment for the hospice which touches the lives of so many sick men, women and children.  I should add that the Managing Director of the company which manufactures this machine was enormously helpful and interested in all that Les Amis is doing, and he, too, has my heartfelt gratitude.  I have heard from Brother Sébastien Rouamba, the director of the hospice, who writes:

Hello dear friends, what can one say except a sincere THANK YOU!! Thank you very much!  We are now so relieved, and this in such a short space of time, and this is thanks to you, who took to heart our request for a blood analysis machine to allow us to continue to examine the sick of the hospice.  You took interest and applied yourself so that our request could be met, and we are very grateful.  Thanks for what you are and for all that you do for our hospice.  May the Lord bless you abundantly and fill you with many graces and always keep you in his love.  Brother Sébastien ROUAMBA

Thank you again for all that you have done to get this charity off to such a good start.  Needless-to-say, I hope that you will feel able, in the future, to continue your support.  Don’t forget to keep your eye on the website to which I have added more picture links at the bottom of the ‘Gallery’ page.
With very kindest regards,

Gillie Nicholls 
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