NEWSLETTER

February 2009

Dear friends and supporters of Les Amis,

This newsletter is being typed on the day thati€&gbt back from her latest trip to Burkina Fag&he is very
keen to get this newsletter out as soon as possitileat you can share in our joy at how much leas b
achieved in the last twelve months thanks entit@lyour generosity.

This time last year all our planned projects west fhat: planned ... envisaged ... hoped for. It thasefore
with some trepidation that Gillie set off to see fierself how things were going since putting ipliace the
finances and voluntary teams to turn these pladshapes into reality.

The Yoann Foundation for disabled women and childre

First stop was our project in Ouagadougou wherdawe set up the funds to support
many women and children with disabilities. Sinaelast wrote to you the number of
both women and children who receive our help hagsifstantly increased. Some
women receive direct financial help whilst othexsaive help in terms of food aid.
The team of local volunteers who help us with ttase worked very hard to ensure
that these people get the right kind of assistaii#ie was overwhelmed to see with
what individual care and concern this assistangaven.

Receiving food aid

The team is careful not just to hand out the aitl il engage on
an individual basis with the recipients in ordeséz how things
are going for them and to act as a kind and lisggear. One of
conditions we set down for this particular projeets that these
women and children must be given the opportunityéet
socially in order for them to get to know each ottied therefore
to help, support and befriend each other. Womem avk
disabled or who have disabled children very quitldgome
isolated from the rest of society which views dikgbas being
evil. Therefore, bringing them together regulaldgth in order to
receive their aid and also to share in a big meeibfly, has been
a fantastic way of helping them to feel part obeimg family,

accepted and understood, supported and loved.
Enjoying a meal together

The refuge for young girls

Assisting young qirls

About a two-hour drive to the east of Ouagadougdheé Catholic Diocese
of Koupéla where we currently have three projettsa refuge providing
protection to 24 young women, 2) putting girls thgh primary school and,
3) putting girls through secondary school.

Young women, particularly from the more isolateliagies, are very much at%
risk from being forced into a marriage too younfge to men much older §
than themselves. In the Catholic Diocese of Koah&ls Amis helps to fund®
a refuge to which young women can turn if they feely have no option but



to run away from home for whatever reason. At thfage, at a cost of £270 per girl per year, #reyhoused, fed,
educated and trained in skills to enable them thenaaliving for themselves. Happily, they have08% record of
the girls eventually getting married to the youngmof their choice.

Very close by, in Gounghin, is the school of St Manwhere we are putting 10 secondary school atge g
through school. Les Amis covers all the necessasys: uniform, equipment, school fees, books,atd,many
of them will go on to become self-sufficient inrtes of looking after

themselves. To attend this school, the girls rhastither orphaned or

have lost a parent, be handicapped or have a sgsioblem with

accommodation / their family. The total cost oftg these ten girls

through school for one year comes to just £2,960he words of the

young Simone: -

“Dear friends, we are very happy to receive yowur country,
particularly here in Gounghin, we thank you for ygenerosity.
How to thank you? | don’t know. But God will payu back a
hundredfold”

Each of the girls has written a short letter, givinformation about her Girls at St Monica’s
background and telling us something about hergalifase bear with us
and we will get some of them onto the website as s possible so that you can read them for ymaise

Also being run in this diocese is our project to ghildren through primary school, children who Wwboot
otherwise be able to attend school. We are cuyrénity funding 20 such children at a total co$fust £1,000
per year, i.e. £50 per year per child.

Back in Ouagadougou we were dismayed to discorttie AIDS hospice which Les Amis has contributed
in the past is running out of funds. Indeed, thaye had to close most of the wards, which meatghey are
no longer able to accommodate people as in-patiéfes were shocked to hear this and will be workiagd to
address this problem in the future by seeking fugdiiom AIDS-related organisations in this country.

And what of the future?

Of course, we will be continuing to concentrate effiorts on keeping all our
projects described above going at full tilt so tvatcan guarantee them all
well into the future.

We are deeply conscious of the current financiakies of the world and of
individuals, and are therefore doubly gratefulday support which our
friends and supporters feel that they can givdt &d and Standing Order
forms can be downloaded from our website on thent&@x Us’ page should
you wish to make donations. Also, don't forgettthlhour newsletters and
reports can be found on our website on the ‘Ldtiests’ page.

We propose to give you the opportunity to listeiGithie talk more fully
about her latest trip and to see her picturess Wil take place at St
Edmund’s Catholic Primary School, The Drive, Godalp GU7 1PF oifuesday 3% March at 7.30pm

In the meantime, we cannot thank you enough fahall you have personally done to support thisighaWe
are still proud to be able to say that every pegiagn to Les Amis goes directly to individuals.

The Trustees of Les Amis-Burkina Faso: Gillie & @aNicholls and Anna Godfrey

Les Amis — Burkina Faso The poor will never cease out of the land;
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