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You have already heard much of our news via our recent newsletter, but
we feel sure that you would also be interested to read the following
accounts of our projects in Burkina written in the own words of those who
are working so hard for us.

We think that what they have to say is inspirational and we hope that you
will agree ...

Protecting Girls in the Koupéla Diocese

From Abbé Charles Ouemenga, Econome général,
Archidiocese de Koupéla ....

The home of St Monica is a

building put in place by the

Catholic Mission of

Gounghin in the archdiocese

of Koupéla in Burkina Faso.

In its objectives, the home

aims to encourage and favour

the education of girls in

general and, in particular, the

most deprived, notably the

girls orphaned of father or

mother. The education of girls remains a big challenge in respect of
the tradition which considers girls as second class. She isn't
considered as a possible help to her parents since she is destined to
marry into another family. To invest in a girl is, because of this fact,
something which is neglected. With this prevailing mentality, at the
least difficulty (for example, finding somewhere to live close to the
school), even the most determined give up. In such a context,
concern about the education of girls remains a big challenge for the
Church. We must, at all costs, give equal opportunities to all
children to benefit from a school education as much for primary as
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for secondary. This is the concern which drove the creation of the

home of St Monica. It is a home with, at the minimum, somewhere
to sleep, a canteen for eating and somewhere to learn: with lights,

tables and other accessories.

The cost of keeping one girl in this home is valued at about 200,000
CFA per year. This total is very limited in terms of assuring a girl

of shelter, clothing and the means to study for a whole year, but we
try to make the best out of the least. The parents, nevertheless,
remain very deprived and the students find this particularly hard to
deal with. It is therefore on this basis that contributions such as
those from charities such as « LES AMIS — BURKINA FASO »

that such a structure can really function.

In this way, for the academic year 2008-2009 the charity LES
AMIS — BURKINA FASO gave us the means to pay for 10 primary
school orphans at a total cost of £2,290 or 1,884,670 F CFA.

The primary school children paid for by the charity LES AMIS —
BURKINA FASO for the academic year 2008-2009 came to 20.
These stay with their large families or friends of the family who live
nearby. It is now possible to have a school in the majority of
villages. There is often a distance of more than 10 kilometres to get
to a primary school. That isn’'t the case for secondary schools. For
pupils staying at home, the costs are less high. For each pupil we
spent 39,535 F CFA. These expenses cover school fees, equipment
and other items such as a meal. With government assurances of
help with school fees, we hope to lower the costs and therefore be
able to help more children.

How we help girls fleeing a forced marriage

Many girls of marriageable age, in part for the reasons given below,
never had the opportunity to go to school. These are given in
marriage by their parents when they are too young or to men who
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are not of the girls’ choice. Often the men are already married to
other women or are just much older. To escape the dictates of their
parents, some manage to run away and find shelter at the
mission/home. Sadly, we receive many tens of such cases. The
community of Sisters are very devoted to welcoming them and to
giving them asylum and education until such time as they choose a
husband for themselves. That can take from three to four years on
average and generally ends well. This time is used to teach them
diverse things such as cooking, domestic hygiene, nursery nursing,
weaving, dress-making, and even, when means allow, lessons in
their own local dialect.

The charity LES AMIS — BURKINA agreed to include this refuge
for girls in their work. In this way, from a total of 3,700,935 F CFA
received [from LES AMIS] 1,250,000 F CFA was reserved for the
refuge. This sum allowed the financing of the purchase of weaving
looms, the thread for weaving and knitting and other small inherent
items for a total of 500,000 F CFA. A further sum of 750,000 F
CFA was used to teach their local dialect. This is an asset for a
young rural girl: to be able to

read and write in her own local

language. She is, in this way,

able to access little jobs which

require this basic skill. And a

woman who has a job, therefore

an income, is a woman liberated.

OCADES (Organisation

Catholique pour le

Développement et la Solidarité),

an expert in such teaching, has

been put in charge of this part of the programme. Their
representative is assured for the first year and remains available for
the next if finances allow.



The person directly responsible for the girls is Sister Marie Clarisse
Nana, the superior of a community of Sisters from the parish of
Baskouré. For the teaching, as already mentioned, we use someone
from OCADES-Koupéla.

We are very happy with this invaluable support. We hereby give
you, on behalf of all the beneficiaries, our profound thanks. We
assure you of our humble prayers that the God of Providence will
fulfil all of your hopes.

---0000000---
From Father Paul Nazotin ...

School children: A growing number of
children are able to continue with their
education thanks to Les Amis. Amongst
those there are some seminarians whose
families are of modest income. With these
it is a matter of giving them some cash in
order to enable them to buy items which
they need. But essentially money in terms
of schooling is spent on young primary or
secondary school children. In the areas such
as Koupéla and Fada many of the school-
aged children have to live away from their
families. They generally live in very poor
houses for which they have to pay rent.
They know almost nobody or how they are
going to eat the next day. Les Amis
contributes towards their rent, their food or
their school fees. One of them, Nicolas, is a
very clever boy. He went to Koupéla where
he knew nobody. He had to pay his own
food bills and his school fees. Unusually, he took his BAC that
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year (2009), whilst coming from a very poor family and whose
father had died. He would like to go to university. | know that he
could do it. But we have to think about it together because the
university is in Ouagadougou where rent, food and transport is
expensive. Certainly it would be a shame for such an intelligent
and serious boy such as him to give up his further studies because
of financial difficulties. But, if that is what it comes to, he will
accept it.

Guillaume is a family man but who lost his job some years ago. His
daughter goes to school thanks to the help of Les Amis. All the
children helped by Les Amis are children whose parents, like
Guillaume, are in difficulties for various reasons.

Joséphine received a bicycle from Les Amis which has enabled her
to go to school. The school is situated 20km from her village. She
stays there all week and, since she now has a bicycle, she gets back
to her family every weekend. Many children, girls particularly,

have benefited from a bicycle given to them by Les Amis to enable
them to go to school.

Christian is a boy of 8 years old who

has hearing problems. The doctors

had told his father that he needed to

buy hearing aids for both ears at a

value of 1,000 Euros (for the pair).

His father who earns less than 70

Euros per month could obviously

never afford to buy his son the luxury

of hearing aids. | was informed about

this boy by a friend who was asking

me if | knew where to find help for

this boy. Les Amis was able to buy both hearing aids for the boy
who can now follow his lessons without difficulty. We managed to
get a good discount.



Health: We have already spoken about Christian, the child who

was not able to hear. Les Amis has been able to intervene in more
dramatic ways. Félicité died of ovarian cancer just more than a year
ago, in September 2008. Her husband spent all that he had in order
to make her better. The worst of it was that all of this happened
during the very precious and important rainy season. He was not,
therefore, able to harvest his crops, and with six children to feed and
to send to school. Les Amis helped a lot. Les Amis gave him help
in terms of the school fees for the academic year starting September
2008. This year it is son, David, 17 years old, who is seriously ill
with a liver complaint. He was taken to Ouagadougou where
healthcare is so expensive that he is now back in the village,
desperate, and waiting to die. Les Amis has contributed greatly to
relieve him of his pain and to support his family. These are just two
illustrations of Les Amis as far as the sick are concerned.

Transport: On top of providing bicycles for school children, there
are those for the adults. For example, one young woman asked to
meet with me. She was anxious to have a bicycle in order to do her
shopping and to sell her merchandise.

Food: A lot of people who live from one day to the next have
benefited to a great extent from the help of Les Amis. These are
generally little gifts of, sometimes as little as £10, but which as one-
off gifts help people in their difficulties, for example for buying
medicines and, above all, for food. This year this type of ad-hoc
help took up a big proportion of Les Amis money, particularly for
the buying of food supplies. But | also began to give some more
consistent gifts of money to help people get into work, such as
housing.

Housing: Many people are encountering more and more housing
difficulties, particularly due to rampant urbanisation. Women, for
example, can find themselves alone in life with great difficulties in



finding somewhere to live. The sort of help we can offer is the
acquisition of ground and the construction of homes.

Miscellaneous:Miscellaneous help is very much appreciated but
there are also those who need more consistent help to give them a
chance in life. lItis in this way, for example, that | accompany a girl
who has finished her training as a weaver to see how | can help her
to acquire her own equipment. She has also had training in cooking
and could start a little restaurant. | am looking at this at the
moment. | helped someone else to get his driving licence that he
asked for help with in order to get work. Help

with supporting people who are looking to be

self-sufficient in the future seems to me to be an

interesting idea.

Ab Paul Nazotin

The Yoann Foundation

Brothers Harry and Vianney (Franciscan friars)

Pélagie Kabré (the mother of the late Yoann) and Marthe Zongo
Mme Carine Compaoré and Francois Compaore

(members of the Secular Franciscan Order)

Every two months all the women and children (34 in total at the
moment) meet at the friary to receive food supplies (primarily for
the older women) and, for those women with handicapped children,
the gift of money in the sum of 35,000CFA (£48) each.

They use the money in a variety of important ways: medical
expenses, housing, food, physiotherapy and help with whatever
projects they have undertaken to make money for themselves.



We meet in February, April, June, August, October and December
of every year. October is important because it is the beginning of
the school year, and the Yoann Foundation helps some of our
beneficiaries to pay school fees which have to be paid then. Our
December meeting is also important because it is when we celebrate
Christmas together.

This year we had hoped to meet at the beginning of October, but
unfortunately Brother Vianney was still away in India, unable to
return home due to being ill. Pélagie, too, was ill with malaria, in
which case we will be meeting all the women and children again at
the end of October.

In keeping with Les Amis’ wish that the women and children
should meet socially to help the women get to know each other
well, we meet twice a year for a big feast / celebration. These take
place in January (becauseé™BEanuary marks the anniversary of the
late Yoann), and then again in July.

We have joined together to work for the
poor and there is no turning back. Of
course, with only two years of existence
behind us, already we have done
something. Hopefully, with more hands
and heads and HEARTS joining us, we
could go a long way. Let us confide the
project into the hands of the Almighty.
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Mr Oumarou Yada is an artist who makes the most wonderful cards.
He paints oils onto cotton and then the cotton is stuck onto the card.
Every single card is individually painted by hand and is therefore a
unique work of original art.

We are delighted to be able to help Mr Yada by selling his cards
here in the UK. Without such support he would find it very difficult
to make a living.

Cards costs just £2 each and are available from our website and also
from Gillie directly.
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Les Amis — Burkina Faso
11 Mare Lane
Hascombe
GUS8 4JH
01483 208423
www.les-amis-bf.org.uk

LES AMIS — BURKINA FASO
Registered Charity 1120772
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